THE  ECONOMIC BACKGROUND
propaganda as the Chartists, and, what is more to the point, offered to the industrial worker an easily intelligible means to the improvement of his existence
The Repeal movement is, however, only part of a wider advance towards the freeing of trade and the enshrining of the doctrines of laissez-faire, which had been slowly illuminating the minds of industrialists and politicians since the country's exporting power had become apparent at the end of the Napoleonic Wars Over some thirty or forty years the tariff schedules, based on the prices of the days of William III, were gradually pared away England was now ready to offer herself as the world's workshop, conscious that no other country could compete And to achieve that position, she was prepared to sacrifice (as they said) the farmers of the country Since the greater number of the arable farmers depended on the home-market for wheat, the Anti-Corn-Law League appeared as much closer kin to the Devil than the Chartists (Hilhngdon Hall runs the whole gamut of the fanner's attitude to innovations with its constant references to the League, drainage and guano "Muck's your man1") but they could not withstand the new economic doctrines, and in spite of the country gentlemen, Repeal was passed
The 1830*5 and 1840*5 are thus in some measure the liquidation of the past, of the political-industrial system, based on status, of the Tudors On the other hand, they revive the Tudor centralisation which had been allowed to lapse into parochialism after 1640 Whereas the Tudor system had been directed to the preservation of a static society, the Victorian was directed to the enhancement of the health and morals of a dynamic community Bentharn is perhaps the one person in English history who has moulded the future, and not been merely the representative figure of his age Although he was dead before his suggestions were implemented, yet under the ruthless drive of his disciple, Edwin Chadwick, the governance of England was transformed
In 1830, Local Government resembled an abandoned garden over which plants, trees and shrubs have grown as best they may, a pushing, jostling, greedy mass of vegetation.
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